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Calendar 

 
February 26, March 4, 11, 18 and follow-up on May 20

th
 from 1:00-2:30 p.m.  Dining with Diabetes 

to be held at Witham Hospital with Katy Bowman and   Maureen Buskirk instructing.  $25 or 

$40/diabetic & family member (includes one set of handouts). Pre-register with Witham Hospital by 

calling, 765-485-8120. 

 

March 19
th
, in the Annex, you may come and sew Hero Packs or Camo Coolers for the troops.  

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Bring your own sack lunch, sewing machine, scissors, etc.  or help 

thread cording, press, stuff, etc.  Questions, call Maureen at the office (765-482-0750) or Linda 

Fahrenbach. 

 

March 29
th
 is Heritage Skills all day in the Community Building at the 4-H Fairgrounds.  See 

the insert for classes and registration information. 

 

April 2
nd

 is the IEHA  Indianapolis District Spring Meeting in Johnson Co.  Information will 

be sent to club presidents as it becomes available.   

 

April 5
th
 is the BCEH Past Presidentsô Garage Sale in the Annex from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  Plan 

to bring your donations in on the 4
th
 in the a.m. to be marked and come back and shop on 

Saturday morning.                                                                        

 

April 16
th
 is the Indianapolis District Day for IEHA  to be held in Hancock County.  Details 

will be sent to club presidents as they become available. 

 

Club Dues are to be sent to Barbara Tanselle, BCEH Treasurer, by April 15
th
.   

 

International Night  which features Finland will be held on April 15
th
 in the Auditorium of the 

Community Building. 

 



Knit and Chat and OMK Sewing is scheduled for Wednesday, April 16
th
 in the Annex from 

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Bring a sack lunch if you would like to stay through the lunch hour.  

Check with the office on April 15
th
 to confirm that it is still on the calendar. 

 

Monday, April 28
th
 will be the E.H. Board and Council at 5:30 and 6:30 respectively in the 

dining room of the Community Bldg. 

                                           

Bring yourself & a friend:)  This would be a perfect time to bring a 

prospective member.  

                                                                                                   
Your newsletter articles are due to Maureen by email (if you can) by April 1

st
 for May - 

June. Thanks in advanceJ 

Presidential Ponderings from Shirley Lasley                                                                  : 
 

Hello everyone.  Seems it's been sometime since our last information to you.  A little about the 

past.  The Holiday Workshop was certainly a great time for those who attended.  The committee 

did a great job on this project.   

 

Secret Saturday (replacing the president's luncheon) was certainly different this year.  It was a 

birthday party and the entertainment was wonderful.  We all enjoyed a harpist who played 

beautifully and gave us a lesson on the harp at the same time.   

 

The Holiday Extravaganza was very well attended and this is becoming quite an event for the 

public to attend.  A big thanks to that committee also.  I hope all of you had a wonderful Holiday 

season and looking forward to the new year.   

 

Many of you may already know, if you have had a club meeting, we have been given an 

opportunity to partner with 4-H and the 4-H Council in managing the kitchens in both buildings.  

There is a committee formed to lay out how that will be handled and that will be given to the 4-H 

Council for approval.  This will be no small task but will give us the opportunity that both 

kitchens are used properly and are clean when an organization is finished using it.  This will not 

be a money making project for BCEH, just a managing project.  The details will be made 

available when they are completed. 

  

Our next Council meeting will be on February 25 and held at the new Pavilion.  Even if you're 

not a president of a club you are welcome to attend.  The Presidents and others will convene at 

6:30 PM. 

  



Upcoming events:  Heritage Skills Day will be Saturday, March 29.  BCEH Past Presidents' 

Garage Sale will be Saturday April 5.   Indianapolis District Day will be Wednesday April 16 at 

Hancock County.  International Night will be Tuesday, April 15 and the country is Finland.  Also 

be planning for Home and Family Conference at Purdue on June 11-13.  And last but not least 

the 4-H Fair will be July 18-24.  There will be many things done differently this year and this 

will be a great opportunity for us break ground for future fairs.  Judi Wilson is going to be our 

Food Coordinator again this year.  I personally appreciate Judi stepping up and volunteering for 

this project.  I know we'll be in good hands. 

  

A reminder:  Club dues ($7.00 each member) and Coins for Friendship are due to Barbara 

Tanselle by April 15 (that's tax deadline too). 

  

Shirley Lasley 

Treasurerôs Tips:                                                                                             

  
Club treasurers please remember Club Dues, Coins for Friendship, Nickels for Leadership and First 
Books money are due by April 15th 
 

Barbara Tanselle, Treasurer, Boone Co. Extension Homemakers. 

 
Club Corner:____Country Calicos       ____   

 Submitted by Janet Bragg, Secretary 

 

Reserve the 2
nd

 Monday of every month for the meetings of this Boone County Extension 

Homemakerôs Club.  Meetings begin at 7:00 in the homes of its members.  Unless, of course, itôs 

a dinner meeting, then it might be 6:00 or 6:30.  Each meeting begins with an inspirational quote 

along with devotions to challenge the spirit.  

 

Country Calicos Extension Homemakerôs Club remains active and meets monthly to strengthen 

the friendships formed from the clubôs inception.  Although small in number, members enjoy 

sharing reflections of oneôs personal trivia in response to the monthly roll call questions.  Roll 

call can often extend for several minutes as we learn, laugh, and discuss the responses.  In 

response to the most dreaded task in housecleaning, the majority of those attending dreaded 

cleaning closets. 

 

An informative report challenges the listener to keep abreast of the latest issues in health and 

safety prevention, as well as helpful tips for completing common household tasks.  Did you 

know that those antibacterial soaps are great, but using just plain soap and warm water is just as 

effective?  The members of Country Calicos learned this to be true, but were reminded to wash 

hands for 10-15 seconds. 

 

Fulfilling its obligation to county commitments, Country Calicos always completes its committee 

assignment.  This year, our responsibility was to enhance the entrance to the Community 



Building for the Holiday Extravaganza.  A demonstration on making toilet paper pumpkins was 

offered along with making thumbprint mice.  Additionally, members contribute pies to the 4-H 

Barbecue, furnish the prize for the Cross-stitch Award at the fair, serve on several Open Show 

committees, and work in the Beehive or the Community Building.  The majority of the 

membership enters items in the Open Show. 

 

Christmas is celebrated the second Monday in December with dinner, and this year Outback 

Steakhouse was the location of choice for this celebration.  Instead of a gift exchange, members 

opt to donate to the charity of oneôs own choice.  Members individually donate to The Caring 

Center, toy drive, shelter for battered women and children, and other various causes.  

Collectively as a group, donations are made to the Ronald McDonald House, Womenôs Shelter, 

and The Caring Center. 

 

April is the traditional month for the annual birthday party of Country Calicos, and this year 

members traveled to Sheridan for a Mexican meal at Los Cottorros.  In April, following tradition, 

secret pals for the year were revealed with a birthday present exchange. 

 

On a sad note, former member and friend, Betsy Ranney passed away during 2006.  Her memory 

will live on in the hearts of the members of Country Calicos. 

 

         HELLO FROM FLORENCE, your Education Chairperson:  

 
Boone Co Hoosiers are having a real winter this year arenôt we?  Hope you are all warm and 

safe. 

 

Head Start book reading is moving along.  Clairbelle Robinson, Erica Kouns, Judy Jett, Mary 

Ann Collins and Carolyn McMann have read the children so far.  If any of you readers wish to 

enjoy the opportunity of reading to the children, please call me, 436-7098. 

 

Betty Bug is crawling out of her warm blanket by the fire and is arranging visits to Lebanon 

schools for February.  She will visit Zionsville Schools in March. 

 

Survival Skills for Women has changed its name to Life Skills for Women because there seemed 

to be some confusion about what Survival Skills meant (defending yourself against violence).  

That is not our purpose.  Rather we emphasize feeling better about yourself and learning how to 

manage your daily life better so you can be a more successful woman and mother. 

 

The winter series will have already begun by the time this comes out.  We are meeting every 

Tues morning from 9:00 ï 11:30 for 10 weeks at the Caring Center beginning February 5.  We 

are trying morning hours in the hopes of attracting some women who work nights. 

 



If your group would like to donate money for either program, Head Start book purchase (a $ a 

book) or for expenses of the Life Skills series, it would be appreciated.  Make your check out to 

the Boone County Extension Homemakers and have it ear marked for either group.  Thanks. 

 

Maureenôs Message: 

 

March is upon us and spring is just around the corner.  We have some really 

interesting opportunities to get out and have some fun together, to learn new skills, 

to support out volunteer community projects.  Be sure to invite someone to join 

you in the coming two months. 

 

It is not too early to look forward to your 2008 Open Show and get started on your 

projects.    

 

Heritage Skills information is included and I hope to see many of you there on 

March 29
th
. 

  
Volunteer Community Support News 

Linda Fahrenbach report on Operation Military Kids: 

   

There were a total of 10 women helping at the last sewing day.  We finished and 

filled 58 bags.  In addition, 20 bags were made and filled and donated by the Sugar 

Creek Club.  Joan Mohr made 50 bags from donated material.  We have a total of 

78 filled Hero Packs to be distributed.  There have been 2 articles in the 

newspapers, December and January, telling about the project and requesting 

donations.  A few donations have been received.    Walmart donated $25 and The 

Knights of Columbus from St. Josephôs Catholic Church donated $200.   We have 

approximately 50 bags finished except for the cording.  We have a lot of donated 

items to fill these bags.  Our next sewing day is Wed. Feb 20
th
 from 10 a.m. to 2 

p.m.  Bring a sack lunch.  We still need cording, military themed fabric, lining 

fabric, coloring books, boy stationary or gender neutral stationary, cameras and 

pencil sharpeners.  We have about 400 stuffed animals that were donated by Kohls 

Department Store.  Sixteen Hero Packs were distributed to the Lebanon Armory on 

February 2
nd

.    Please come and help at the next sewing meeting Feb. 20
th
.  Bring a 

friend.  You do not need to know how to sew.  We need women to cut fabric, 

thread cording, iron and fill the bags.   

 

 



Volunteer Opportunities 

 
Witham Hospital -  485-8000  Donna Boyland 

 

Make surgery caps for children that they will get to take home.  (Need approximately 20 at 

present.) 

Directions:  Make an 18ò circle.  Make a casing and insert a 16 inch piece of ı inch elastic.  Use 

100 % cotton.  Use fabric children would like.   

 

The hospital is willing to reimburse you for your expenses.  Bring receipt and caps to Witham 

Hospital and tell them they are for Donna Boyland in the volunteer office. 

 

 
Caring Center    482- 2020   Teresa Hanners 

   

1. Need volunteers for sorting clothing and working with clients. 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday   12 p.m. ï 4 p.m. 

Monday and Wednesday  9 a.m. ï 12 p.m. 

 
Perry Homemakers Plus 

 

 We are one of the few clubs that meet in the daytime.  We meet on the 3
rd

 Wed. of the 

month at 9:00 a.m.  We have 12 members this year which includes one new member. 

Our club members always enjoy getting together whether for a social activity, an educational 

outing, regular meetings or for a service project. 

 Kerri Dull, with the Boone Co. Learning Network told us about the GED program and 

also gave us a lesson on napkin folding at one of our meetings. 

 Our club sponsored a contestant in the Boone Co. 4-H queen contest.  We worked in the 

Beehive and one of our members helps with the Open Show.  We have donated to Coins for 

Friendship, the Caring Center and donated cameras and monies for fabric to make the Hero Paks 

 Last Spring our club had an outing in Thorntown.   It was very enjoyable and members 

learned many things about this town.  We visited the Historical Society, the Sugar Creek Art 

Center and Unzicker Pottery. 

 We had two social activities for members and their husbands or guests.  In October, we 

met at the home of Sam and Bev Ramsey for a Wiener Roast.  What a fun time!  Then in 

December, we enjoyed a meal and singing Christmas carols at the home of Chuck and Donna 

Williams.  

 Submitted by Donna Williams, President  
 

MERRI MIXERS  

  
    Happy Birthday to us! A highlight of the past year was the celebration of our 50th 

Anniversary. Eight Charter members were among the 35 past and present Merri Mixers who met 



in August to enjoy musical entertainment, delicious refreshments, and reconnecting with each 

other. 

                                                                                                                                                            

   Other special occasions and get-togethers filled our year. We shared breakfast together at 

Denney's and had a mid-winter night out at Arnie's. We met twice to make noodles for our 

Holiday Bazaar booth and awarded ourselves with pizza and dessert afterwards. We had a great 

Christmas dinner and gift exchange in November-our regular meeting night is after Christmas's 

so this works for us!  And most recently' we invited the Lebanonites Club to be our guests at 

what turned out to be a hilarious Salad Supper and White Elephant Sale. 

 

    We planned a club field trip to Lafayette last fall. Included in the day's schedule were the 

farmer's Market, Antique and specialty shops around the Courthouse square, a bakery outlet, the 

Tippecanoe Mall, and lunch of course. 

 

   Eight of our members and a guest participated in the county Cultural Arts Tour to 

Shipshewana.  Thank you to all who made that marvelous day happen! 

 

   Merri Mixers contributed money this year to help buy a new wheel chair for a young man in 

our community and made donations to the Thorntown, Jamestown, and Advance libraries.  The 

proceeds from our White Elephant Sale went to purchase books for the First Start Reading 

Program.   

 

   Our club was active in several county projects.  We worked at the Beehive and in the 

Community Building during the fair.  We served on the Holiday Bazaar committee and had a 

booth.  We provided desserts for the 4-H Barbecue.  Five of our members attended Heritage 

Skills Day and reported back to the rest of the club about what we learned.  Several Merri Mixers 

attended International Night and contributed an Italian dish.  We are sponsoring a Miss Boone 

County contestant, and weôre proud to have two Merri Mixers filling county offices for the 

coming year.   

 

Home & Garden Club 

 

 The Home & Garden Club is a specialty club, whose interest is in gardening.  The club 

was chartered on May 10, 1999.  Ten of the fourteen members are charter members.  The club 

has taken many interesting garden tours over the years, such as, the Indianapolis Museum of Arts 

grounds, the old Lieber estate, Hobbitt Gardens, Whitmore Dogwood Farm, and Hoosier 

Orchids.  We especially like to go to nurseries to see the new plants and ideas for the gardening 

season. 

 We sponsor a Junior Artistic Design award for the Boone County Extension Homemakers 

Open Show.  Several of our members help with the show and also exhibit. 

 We have helped with the Boone County Garden Tours, Farm Tour, made donations to the 

Caring Center, Sugar Creek Historical Society, the Thorntown Library, and the Jamestown Park.  

We have participated in the Holiday Bazaar several years.  It has been a good money maker for 

our club.  We always have fun at our meetings and continue to ñgrowò and learn. 



 

 

 

 

Now is a good time to start making plans for Open Show 2008 

 

Watch for these in future newsletters.  In addition, be watching for new and favorite peach 

recipesðPEACH is the Creative Cookery flavor for 2008. 

 

The 2008 Open Show chair will be Debbie Haase and she welcomes suggestions.  Her phone 

number is 765 485 2009.  Assisting her will be Karen Niemeyer, phone 765 436 7518.  

Returning members to the Open Show Directors group will be Joyce Yaryan and Sherry Fulk-

Bringman.  Another director is needed and anyone interested in the position is invited to call 

Debbie.  Anyone interested in working on a committee will also be welcomed.   

 

See you at the fair! 

 

 

 

 


