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Well, if the start to 2009 is any indica-

tion of how the rest of the year will 

go, we are in for an exciting time. 

January brought two school cancella-

tions and a couple of 2-hour delays. 
We have seen the excitement of the 

inauguration of a new President and 

the continued doom and gloom of a 

downward trending economy. It is 

rare for us in the ñquiet Midwestò to 

have so much excitement. I would like 

to use this newsletter as an opportu-

nity to talk about some of the impacts 

of these events on ZCHS and to talk 

about other excitement that 2009 will 

bring. 
 

First letôs talk weather. At the time of 

this writing we have had two cancella-

tions for weather. The State of Indiana 

requires us to make up those days. 

Zionsville Community Schools have 

planned for these events by building 

into the calendar make-up days. These 

days prevent us from needing to ex-

tend the school year into the planned 

summer break. So, for your planning 

purposes ZCHS will be in session on 

February 17th and on April 13th. There 
is still one last make-up day that we 

hope to not need. Of course, who 

knows with this crazy start to 2009. 
 

2009 has also continued to bring news 

and talk about the slipping economy 

and discussions of stimulus packages 

and concerns about State funding. 

School funding is not immune to these 

concerns. The State appears to be on a 

path that could keep Indiana school 

funding static for the next few years. 
We don't know for certain this will 

happen, but people who know more 

about it then I do say the handwriting 

is pretty clear. ZCS Chief Financial 

Officer, Mr. Mike Shafer, made a 

presentation to the school board in 

January that outlined the possible im-

pacts for ZCS in these times. That 

report certainly indicated the need for 
prudence in financial planning and 

spending, but he did indicate that ZCS 

did NOT need to slash jobs or pro-

grams to survive. Again, at the time of 

this writing we have seen news cover-

age of Carmel Schools talking about 

reducing teacher positions and we will 

certainly see other schools follow suit. 

We are and will continue to work hard 

to maintain the outstanding learning 

environment that we enjoy and our 

children deserve.  
 

This month has also brought news of 

opportunities for ZCHS students. We 

have received word from the North 

American Offices of International 

Baccalaureate that ZCHS has been 

approved to offer the IB diploma pro-

gram. Certainly, this is a new program 

that will continue to afford students at 

ZCHS multiple pathways for aca-

demic success at and beyond ZCHS. 

In the coming months we hope to find 
other new possibilities that are con-

nected to economic and arts develop-

ments in the state and area. Yes, that 

is a teaser, so keep your eyes and ears 

open.  
 

I am sure that 2009 will develop into 

another year to remember. In some 

ways it already has with only one 

month done. There are challenges that 

will be faced and new exciting oppor-

tunities that will present themselves. I 

look forward to meet those events 

with you.  Chris Willis 

http://www.zcs.k12.in.us/zchs/index.htm
http://www.zchspto.org
mailto:mmjkheim@zchspto.org?subject=ZCHS%20Review
mailto:bquinn@zchspto.org?subject=ZCHS%20Review
mailto:tlmmjh@zchspto.org?subject=ZCHS%20Review


January never feels like a new year to 
me. Sometimes I wonder if, when my 

children have all finished school, I will 
ever get back to living on the ñnormalò 

calendar instead of the ñschool yearò 
calendar. I have a friend whose kids 

are all in college, and she says that 
when the school bus went past her 

home last August she was caught by 
surprise, because for the first time in 

twenty years she had been unaware 
that it was the first day of school! For 

now, though, January is still the mid-
dle of the year to me.  This is the time 

of year when the PTO is busily en-
gaged in 2008-09 projects, and also is 

laying the groundwork for next year. 
 

Weôve had some great events recently, 
and there are more to come. The 

Cookie Box went really well this year. 
This is the third year that it was held in 

the lobby of the PAC, and that is just a 
great location for it. The chairs, Laura 

Smitson and Mary Powell, had the 
smart idea of using the circle as a drive

- in / drop-off so that the bakers do not 
have to park and walk in with trays of 

cookies. The teachers, staff, and bus 

drivers can come in from all ends of 
the school and fill their bakery boxes 

with homemade cookies to take home 
to their families. Like many of our 

events, it does not cost the PTO much 
in dollars, but it makes the staff feel 

appreciated. And who doesnôt like a 
little bit of encouragement now and 

then! Like everything we do, the 
cookie box would not be possible 

without dozens of parents who are 
willing to donate their time and effort, 

and a few resourceful chairs to organ-
ize the whole thing. 

We have teacher luncheons planned 
for February and April, and a treat for 

the students for Valentinesô day. We 

are keeping an eye on our budget this 
time of year, as this is when expenses 

start to roll in. We have a lump sum 
that we have set aside for Mr. Willis to 

use for things that the teachers have 
requested. So far, PTO funds have 

bought several sets of DVDs for the 
English Department, and a software 

license that was needed by the Music 
Department. More purchases are in the 

works, and we will pass along that 
information as we get it.  

  
Even though it is not a PTO event, Iôd 

like to remind you to be aware of After
-Prom on April 25th.  Even if your 

junior or senior does not plan to attend 
the prom, send him or her out that 

night to join the fun at the high school! 
And you might want to stop by earlier 

in the evening and see it for yourself. 
The decorations are always unbeliev-

able, and the whole purpose of the 
event, to give our kids a place to have 

safe fun after the prom, is deserving of 
our support. 

 
Finally, before we know it, it will be 

May and the students will be bringing 

home next yearôs registration packet 
from school. Please look for the PTO 

form and continue to give us the amaz-
ing support that you always have. We 

are in the nominating process for next 
year, so if youôd like to take on a lead-

ership position in PTO, please get in 
touch with me or with Mindy McLar-

ren, mindymac@zchspto.org, who is 
our VP this year and will be president 

next year. We will need a new Web-
master in about a year or so, so if you 

are good with computers and youôd 
like to help out, that could be a great 

job for you!  
 

ïJane Fuqua jfuqua@zchspto.org 

 

 

 

Juniors interested in the Cadet Teaching class 

for next year can begin to look for information 

about the application process beginning the 

second week of February.  General informa-

tion can be obtained by emailing Ann Bender 

at abender@zcs.k12.in.us.  Students should 

listen to announcements about where to pick up packets and how 

to sign up for interview times.  The class will be offered again 

next year for 6 college credit hours at a reduced rate! 

 

 

The ZCHS orchestra will be hosting famous       
violinist Rachel Barton Pine at the PAC on Feb. 28, 
2009 at 4:30 p.m.  The concert will be the       
conclusion of a daylong event for HS violinists.  
This concert will feature the clinic participants, the famous   
Violin Virtuosi from IU in Bloomington, solo violinist Jessica 
Maclean from ZCHS and a soloist from Carmel HS.  The     
concert will conclude with a special performance by Rachel  
Barton Pine.  The concert is open to the public and we will   
accept a free will donation at the door. 

 
 

On March 21, 2009 the ZCHS Symphony       

Orchestra will host the nationally acclaimed  Lu-
ther College Symphony Orchestra. The concert 

will be held at Zionsville United Methodist 

Church and will begin at 7:00 p.m.  Free will  
offering at the door will be accepted.  The concert will also include a 

special selection performed by the Luther College Strings and the 

ZCHS Strings. 
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Market Day, a fundraising 
program that benefits 

ZBOP, is offering some ex-

citing programs in February 

and March.  All February 
orders will help us to earn $250 worth of library books, in addition to 

regular profits. Stock up this month to help us achieve our fundraising 

goal!  Also, Market Dayôs Spring Frequent Buyer program begins in 
February. You can qualify to earn a FREE large insulated bag thatôs 

great for frozen food, picnics, and game-day snacks! Just place an 

order of $35 or more any 2 months from February to April and one 
order of $35 or more in May to qualify.  

 

February flyer orders are due by Tuesday, Feb. 17, and online orders

(www.marketday.com  acct  #5941) are due by noon on Wed.,  Feb. 
18. Orders will be available for pickup on Mon., Feb. 23 from 5-

6pm.  March orders will be due on Tues., Mar. 17 (flyers) and inter-

net orders are accepted until noon on Wed., 3/18, with pick up of or-
ders on Mon., Mar. 23 from 5 to 6pm.  If you have any questions or 

would like to volunteer to help, you can call Dusky Loebel at 733-

0615, dloebel@indy.rr.com or Jamie Leahy at 873-2962,               
jleahy001@aol.com. Band and orchestra students earn $15 in their 

accounts for working each 2 hour sale. Thanks for your continued 

support of Market Day!  

 Mrs. Vanderbur recently returned from 

 the National Institute on the Teaching of 

Psychology, held January 3-6, supported 

by an Imagine grant from the Zionsville Education Foun-

dation.  As a result of this trip, Mrs. Vanderbur will be partnering 

with psychologist Dr. Wayne Weiten in his research on the effec-

tiveness of pedagogical aides in high school and college text-

books. She is also planning to work with 

psychologist Dr. David Myers in his efforts 

to bring psychology education to high 

school and college students in Africa. 

What a far-reaching effect ZEF and ZCHS 

will have as a result of this imagine grant 

opportunity! Thanks again to all who con-

tribute to this worthy organization.  

Freshman Study Skills  
 

If you have a student who will be a freshman in the '09-'10 school year, please 

consider enrolling your child in the ñSuccess in High Schoolò workshop, 

which will be held in June. The class will address study skills, test taking 

strategies, reading comprehension, and other skills related to high school aca-

demic success. If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Vanderbur at 

avanderbur@zcs.k12.in.us.  

AP Psych Seminars  
 

In May, students in AP Psychology will have the opportunity to take the Col-

lege Board test to potentially receive three college credit hours in Psych 101. 

Considering how much credit hours cost at most universities (several hundred 

dollars per credit hour), the $80+ price tag to take the AP Psychology test is a 

relative bargain!  

 

Students enrolled in AP Psychology who plan to take the test are encouraged 
to sign up for a new Seminar Period being offered second semester. The AP 

Psychology Seminar Period will provide intensive review sessions to pre-

pare students for the test, outside of the regular instructional time. The semi-

nar is being offered 6 times second semester, and students can sign up for 1 

session or multiple sessions. Prac tice tests, practice essays, and test taking 

strategies will be shared. If you have a question, please contact Mrs. Vander-

bur at avanderbur@zcs.k12.in.us.  

College Planning 

College planning is an ongoing process throughout high school, but it really 

needs to kick into high gear during the junior year.  Here is a reminder to jun-

iors and their parents that Mr. Harry Pettibone is available to assist you 

through this exciting, yet sometimes stressful process.  This assistance can be 
whatever you deem necessary but typically centers around: conducting a stu-

dent self-assessment, creating a list of potential good college fits, researching 

those colleges, suggestions on how to complete a productive campus visit, and 

developing the college application packet. 

 

Please contact Harry if you would like to utilize his assistance in your college 

planning endeavors.  Office hours are on Thursday and Friday, but if other 

days are more convenient to you- suggest what you would prefer.  The best 

way to reach Harry is via email:  hpettibone@zcs.k12.in.us.      
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