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drama performances, clubs, and much, much more!  

http://www.zcs.k12.in.us/zchs/index.htm  
 

Check out the PTO website at:  

http://www.zchspto.org  

Editor Melinda Heim               mmjkheim@zchspto.org 
Submissions Editor Barbara Quinn bquinn@zchspto.org 
Website Manager Terry McCain                      tlmmjh@zchspto.org 

It is hard to believe that the 2008-09 

school year is here. I hope that you 

and your children had some time to 

relax and have fun this summer. All 

of us at ZCHS took at least some time 

away to be recharged to greet your 

students on the first day of school 

with the same excitement that they 

bring to the building. We did do a fair 

amount of work this summer. Build-

ing projects were finished, cleaning, 

and of course hiring new staff mem-

bers. The group of staff members we 

have added this year is a great group 

of individuals that are eager to work 

with your children. As principal, I 

look forward to seeing them in action 

working to help your children grow, 

develop, and learn. If your child has 

one or more of these new staff mem-

bers, I would love for you to wel-

come them.  

 

Katie Abel ï Math 

Lee Banitt ï Science 

Lacy Banuelos ï Art  

(maternity leave coverage) 

Vera Beqaj ï Instructional Assistant 

Kim Byrdwell ï Instructional  

Assistant 

Kimberly Cloe ï English 

Wendi Cook ï Instructional Assistant 

Micah Faulkner ï English 

Grace Fletcher ï Art 

Jenny Galasso ï Spanish 

Wendy Haag ï Dean of Students 

Lacey Haseley ï Social Studies 

Michael Miller ï Instructional  

Assistant 

Dwight Moser ï Math 

Greg Schellhase ï Athletic Director 

Megan Westrick ï Permanent Sub 

Angela Wilkinson ï Instructional 

Assistant 

Wendy Yuan ï Mandarin Chinese 

 

We expect these great professionals 

to fit right in to our mission of help-

ing each and every student grow and 

develop. I am confident in their abili-

ties and how they will make great 

contributions to make the 2008-09 

school year the best ever. 

 

Chris Willis 

ZCHS Principal 

The ZCHS Principalôs view:  

Welcome back for the 2008-09 school year.  I am very excited to be taking on 

a new role for me personally, and a new position altogether here at ZCHS.  As 

Assistant Principal of Student Development, I have the privilege of providing 

leadership, oversight, and support to the many wonderful student organizations 

of our school.  We at ZCHS believe that getting students connected to the 

school, their peers, and the faculty will lead to an invaluable enhancement of 

the high school experience.   I am looking forward to working with students, 

parents, and the community to make ZCHS the absolute best place for a young 

person to be a student! 

Matt Walter,  Assistant Principal ï Student Development 

The ZCHS Asst Principal of Student Developmentôs view:  

http://www.zcs.k12.in.us/zchs/index.htm
http://www.zchspto.org


The ZCHS Asst Principal Freshman Centerôs  view:  

I hope everyone has enjoyed a posi-

tive and restful summer.  We are 

really excited to welcome the class 

of 2012 to Zionsville Community 

High School.  We acknowledge up 

front that the transition to high 

school can be a very stressful ex-

perience for many students; how-

ever we are committed to helping 

every student find personal success 

with this transition and are confi-

dent that our structure and organiza-

tion will ensure a positive start to 

the high school career for all stu-

dents. Research shows that a good 

start academically, emotionally and 

socially helps students create posi-

tive connections at school. In turn, 

these positive connections lead to a 

high level of engagement and 

achievement that students will use 

as a springboard toward future suc-

cess. 
 

To assist in this transition, many 

freshman students recently partici-

pated in an orientation program led 

by approximately 75 upperclassmen 

mentors.  This day was designed to 

help the class of 2012 become more 

acclimated to both the physical 

building as well as the culture of 

Zionsville Community High 

School. We believe this leadership 

by our upperclassmen helps allevi-

ate a significant amount of stress 

and anxiety over the transition to 

high school.  In addition, these 

same mentor students will be meet-

ing periodically throughout the 

school year with all freshman stu-

dents to monitor their assimilation 

into ZCHS and assisting them with 

their needs. 
 

Please remember that my door is 

always open if your son or daughter 

experiences anything less than a 

positive beginning to the new 

school year. I consider it part of my 

personal mission to help all students 

enjoy a positive experience at 

Zionsville Community High School 

and will work to assist in any way I 

can. 
 

Yours in education, 

Greg Hall 

Assistant Principal, Freshman Cen-

ter 

873-3355 extension 62999 

ghall@zcs.k12.in.us 

Open House September 10 
Visit each of your childôs classes at the Open House on 

September 10, 2008 from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.  While 

youôre at ZCHS stop by the PTO tables for a bottle of 

water and a cookie during your breaks between classes.  

Tables will be conveniently located in both the Freshman 

Center and the main building. 

This year ZCHS will be undertaking a schedule change that will al-

low student to attend a "seminar period".  Almost 450 freshmen 

will be attend 12 of the 18 seminar periods with upper class Men-

tors.  This program, previously called "EKOM", has become our 

Freshman Mentorship Program.  

Over 70 upper class Men-

tors met on August 11 th  

to be trained in the 7 

Habits of Highly Effec-

tive Teens.  Presenters 

from Dow (Bettye Ellison, 

Bill Campbell, and Larry 

Sernyk) each volunteered 

their time to educate our 

Mentors in the 7 Habits.  

Along with them were 

counselors Melissa Ludwa 

and Melinda Stephen who will be working with freshmen this year 

and have moved their offices to the Freshman Center.  Gil Speer, 

the director of the 

Freshman Mentorship 

Program, also pre-

sented and facili-

tated the entire 

morning. 

 

The young Mentors 

are excited about 

giving these "tools" 

to freshmen, to help 

them have a success-

ful and rewarding 

freshmen year.  

mailto:ghall@zcs.k12.in.us

