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Zionsville Middle 
School  

Frequently Used  

Phone Extensions 

Dial 873-2426 
followed by extension 

#: 
Principal  13999 

Ass’t. Principal 13998 

Student Services 13997 

Receptionist Press 0 

Attendance  Press 2 

Guidance  Press 3 

Nurse  Press 4 

Food Services Press 5 

Homework Hotline Press 7 

Athletic Director Press 8 

Repeat Menu Press 9 

Strings Director 13402 

Band Director 13312-3 

Choir Director 13310 

Transportation 873-1237 

Staff Directory  Press # 

Information for the  
August 2009 Newsletter 
should be submitted to 

Dee Dee Medaris 
(Ddmedaris@zmspto.org ) 

by June 20, 2009. 

 I begin each day by shuffling out to the mailbox to retrieve the newspaper.  
I’ve often pondered how much it must scare the children in the neighborhood who 
take in this visual image of me in my moccasins and bedclothes, but even this un-
fortunate shock pales in comparison to the headlines these days.  This week’s 
headline of 300 IPS teachers receiving pink slips was sobering and reflective of the 
dire situation in education – and everywhere else, for that matter. 
 There truly seems to be no shelter from this economic storm, and the Zions-
ville Community Schools, contrary to many people’s assumptions, are no more se-
cure than any other community.  Without question, the news fit to print is less dra-
matic here than elsewhere, and I am proud to be associated with a school corpora-
tion whose brain trust (central office personnel and school board members) has 
found other ways to save than to cut teaching positions.  There is no position in a 
school corporation more critical than the classroom teacher, and Zionsville has suc-
cessfully put a premium on keeping these positions, while others have been unable 
to do so. 
 Unfortunately, the savings must be made somewhere.  It will be our purpose 
at ZMS to maintain the same level of service with fewer hands and materials, but it 
is highly likely that at some point in the future it may become apparent that things 
are not as they once were.  Our counselors have traditionally been available for 
conferencing, schedule changes, etc. through June and August, for example, and 
this will no longer be the case.  That does not change what needs to be done, it 
simply alters how and when it might be accomplished.  Our office staff prides itself 
on its customer service and in providing services that may not be found elsewhere, 
but we will find ourselves with fewer hands to provide this support.  As a result, we 
will not change our philosophy, but we will have to be more creative and industrious 
to achieve a level previously expected. 
  What does this mean for ZMS parents?  It is my hope that our school 
community values the choices that have been made at ZCS in making the teaching 
staff the highest priority.  I also hope that parents understand if a bus ride is five 
minutes longer, or if a summer contact occurs in mid-August instead of August 1st.  I 
also believe that we may rely on our parents more than we ever have.  Our PTO 
has ALWAYS provided excellent support to the school, and we may have to ask for 
it more often.  I know this community values its schools, education in general, and, 
most of all, its children.  I thank you for all you have done for our school, and I hope 
you stand ready to answer the call in the future.  Trust me, you’d much rather have 
me call than shuffle over in my moccasins!  Principal, Sean Conner 

http://sconner007.edublogs.org/    Use this Link  to Comment on Mr. Conner's Blog 

Final Exams:   Final Exams for 7 th and 8 th grade students will be:  

Language Arts and Foreign Language Finals Friday, M ay 29 
Math and Science Finals Monday, June 1 

Social Studies and Exploratory Finals Tuesday, June  2 
Music and Tech Finals Wednesday, June 3 
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April Showers, Bring May Flowers…that statement rings true for 
this spring.  As we all are aware, there has been plenty of rain 
filled afternoons over the past month…now we all anticipate the 
glory of May.  Along with the joy and beauty of this month, we 
contemplate the end of another school year.  I would like to ex-
press my gratitude to all who offered support to the numerous 
ZMS PTO efforts!  I appreciate the commitment and teamwork 
that helped make the 2008-09 school year productive and enrich-
ing.  Thank you to everyone that assisted in creating a ZMS at-
mosphere that promoted pride in learning and school spirit!      
Even in these difficult economic times, the ZMS community has 
continued to give…time and energy as well as financial contri-
butions.  The donations have made a difference and have sus-
tained numerous social and academic initiatives.  As PTO comes 
together with parents, teachers and students, we contribute to the 
creation of the thriving and special environment at Zionsville 
Middle School.  
  My gratitude extends to those who volunteered at recent 
events and those helping at upcoming events… 
*Z’Run, along with the newly established “No Excuses” Health 
Fair, was a huge success.   Thanks to the Z’run committee of An-
gela Baker, Diane Drew, Nancy Drake, Kathleen Scarcelli and 
Jami Farrell.  The triumph of the day was due to the many helpful 
hands…Thank You! 
*My appreciation to Erin Wilson and Kim Janak, who continue to 

offer a successful spring walking program in conjunction with 
the wellness message!  They are continuing to stress the impor-
tance of good, healthy lifelong habits! 
*The Spring Book Fair was a busy and fun week!  Julie 
Rauschuber and Rose-Ann Mazanek did a fabulous job organiz-
ing and coordinating this effort…again!  They have been valu-
able assets and friends of ZMS PTO and will be missed as their 
journey takes them to ZHS. 
*7 th Grade Reality Store will be held on May 8th.  Thank you to 
Mary Ortyl for her dedication in making this a valuable life les-
son for ZMS students.  Thanks to all the volunteers that assisted 
in making this project come to live…  
*Kandice Richey, Lisa Brown and Tammy Lantz are coordinat-
ing 8th Grade Field Day.  I appreciate their hard work in orga-
nizing a fun filled day for the outgoing ZMS students. 
*Thank you to Angela Carr and Becky Yates for their yearlong 
commitment expressing our value of the ZMS staff and faculty.  
Currently, they are planning a wonderful Teacher Appreciation 
Breakfast on June 5. 
  In closing, I want to welcome Jami Farrell as the in-
coming ZMS PTO President.  Jami brings volunteer experience, 
a fresh perspective and good, receptive attitude!  I wish her the 
best of luck and anticipate an exciting and fun-filled 2009-10 
school year!   
Sincerely, Frances Pokrifcak, ZMS PTO President 
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8TH GRADE FIELD DAY   
***SAVE THE DATE*** 

8th grade field day, a PTO sponsored fun filled day will be Friday, May 15th. (Rain date is Monday, May 18th)  The day is filled 
with outdoor activities and lunch is provided for all 8th grade students and staff.  Many volunteers are needed to make this day run 
smoothly for our 234 "soon to be freshman."  Volunteer opportunities are soon approaching.  If you would like to help and are un-
able to participate in the actual event, we are in need of cases of water donated.  You made drop them off at the office at any time 

and mark them for 8th Grade Field Day.  However, if you would like to share in this event and volunteer your time we would love to 
have your help!!  

Please contact Kandice Richey at krichey@indy.rr.com for further information!  See you at the field! 

Ice Cream Sales are Scooper! 
A big thank you goes out to all of our volunteers for Aprils' sale: 
Jill Krajnovich, Carolyn Rodgers, Sabine Abbitt, Julia Evinger, 

and Carol Brewer.  These parents scooped 382 sundaes this 
month!   

I Scream, You Scream,  We all Scream for Ice Cream! 
Students bring your dollars for our last sale on Thursday, May 21 

and purchase an ice cream sundae during lunch.   

The proceeds from these sales benefit the 8th grade party.   

7th/8th Fun Night Update 
Thank you to all of the wonderful volunteers who helped with the 7th/8th Fun night on March 20th!!  We greatly appreciate your dona-
tions of time, prizes, etc. and the night was a huge success!!  Approximately 300 canned goods were collected for donation to the 
Zionsville Food Pantry, multiple raffle prizes were given away every 15 minutes, concession sales brought in just under $100 profit, 
and the kids had fun on the inflatables (thanks to Marvel Us Parties for the nice discount!!) and dancing in Eagle Hall to the music 
provided by the D.J.   Thanks again!!   Kay Stebbins & Candace Reid 
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8th Grade Party 
 The decorations committee would like to thank the volunteers who were able to help with decorations during the April 
meeting.  For those of you who took home items to cut/create, please return them to the PTO room prior to the next meeting.  

 The next meeting is on Wednesday, May 13 at 9:30 a.m. in room 516.  We will be assembling some of the decorations.  
 Items still needed:  large cardboard boxes, 4" carpet tubes 8 foot (2) and 10 foot (8) sections, 6 rolls of clear packing tape, and 
1 roll of fishing line.  We would like to borrow:   6 bar stools (no backs) 24" tall, and 3, 10 x 10 pop-up canopies (same color would 
be nice.) 
  How can you still help?  We need a lot of volunteers on the day of the party.  Talents in decorating are not required . . . 
we will be setting up tables, hanging items on the wall, etc.  If you are willing to help with decorations between 1 p.m. and 5 p.m., 
please email or call Jodi Beebe at jjb4@tds.net with your availability.  Any portion of time is greatly appreciated.  

  If you have questions, please contact Jodi Beebe or Heather Sheehan.   Thank you!!! 
 Also, anyone willing to donate gift cards, money or prizes for the raffle please send them to Carolyn Rodgers at 9673 Au-
tumn Way. 

Thanks.  Ann Hall and Shannon Ross�

�

Student Appreciation News 
This year has been another great year!  All students received locker signs and birthday treat bags on their birthdays.  We couldn’t 
forget those students with summer birthdays!  They will also receive locker signs and treat bags sometime before the end of the 
school year.  I would like to take this opportunity to again thank our sponsors this year that provided items for the students’ treat 
bags.  They included ZMS PTO and staff, Schakolad, Monical’s Pizza, and Cold Stone Creamery.  We also provided each student 
with a sucker for the student council Valentine’s Day sucker sales.  We sure hope that this year each student felt special and hope 
that they all have a great summer! 

Spring Book Fair 
The PTO sponsored Spring Book Fair was a great success.  Our profits will not only benefit the library but other PTO supported pro-
jects at ZMS.  Thank you to all the volunteers who gave of their time to work a shift.  A special thank you to those who helped pack 
up the book fair.   If you would like to volunteer for the Fall Book Fair, please remember to fill out the PTO Volunteer Form that will 
be included in your 2009-2010 registration packet.  

NO HASSLE FUNDRAING 
 The end of the school year is almost here.  I am happy to report that we went over our goal this year for BoxTops.  We re-
ceived $1429!  All your efforts in cutting out those boxtops do make a difference!  The Campbells Soup label program is also going 
well.  Some of the items we were able to purchase this year with our points were:  microwave oven, desktop scanner, wipe-off 
boards, heavy duty stapler, stopwatch and a hole-punch.  The Tyson A+ program was started later in the school year and is getting 
off to a slow start.  Each label we collect is worth 24 cents for ZMS.  We are still waiting to collect enough labels to send in (hint, 
hint).   
 I would like to thank everyone who contributed to these programs this past year.  It is truly appreciated.  I ask that you keep 
collecting BoxTops and labels over the summer.  I will have drop boxes set up in August in time for Open House and will be work-
ing on some new ideas over the summer for next fall.  As always, to view eligible items go to: 
                                    www.boxtops4education.com,  www.campbellsoup.com and /or http://ProjectAPlus.tyson.com 
Let’s get the 2009-2010 school year off to a great start!  Carol Mead,  cmead@indy.rr.com 
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J. Everett Light Career Center, 8 th Grade 
There will be a field trip to J. Everett Light Career Center for interested students in the 8th grade on Thursday, May 14.   
Eighth graders attending this field trip will be out of class from 9-11am.   Teachers will discuss this program during 
SOAR.  Interested students may sign up in Guidance Office.    J. Everett Light Career Center is an area career center 
that serves 11 school corporations in Marion, Boone, and Hamilton Counties with 24 quality vocational programs.  A few 
of these programs are: Auto Mechanics, Computer Aided Drafting, Cosmetology, Dental Assisting, Early Childhood Edu-
cation, Graphic Imaging, Health Occupations, Law Enforcement, and Radio/TV Production.  Students may start to attend 
J. Everett Light in their junior year of high school.   
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21st Century Scholars Program- All 6 th, 7th & 8th Grade parents please read: 
Eligible 6th- 8th grade students who enroll in the Twenty-First Century Scholars Program and fulfill a pledge of good citi-
zenship to the state are guaranteed the cost of four years of college tuition at any participating public college or univer-
sity in Indiana.  If the student attends a private institution, the state will award an amount comparable to that of a public 
institution. If the student attends a participating proprietary school, the state will award a tuition scholarship equal to that 
of Ivy Tech State College. Parents and guardians can fill out an application at this website   http://www.in.gov/
ssaci/2429.htm. 

Applications are also available at the ZMS Guidance Office.   
Below are the eligibility guidelines for a family’s current income. 
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ICU winners  
The following students were seen volunteering their time after school, being polite and helpful to peers, and 
befriending students who have had a bad day.  Congratulations Eagles!  6th Grade:  Katherine Kowala  7th 
Grade:  Cody Anderson  8th Grade:  Josh Woodard, Morgan Farrell, and Nick Badger     
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ISTEP 
This is the first year for spring ISTEP testing.  The second session of spring testing will be administered Monday, April 
27-Wednesday, May 6 .  The assessments will be on-grade level and summative.  As in past years, the ISTEP+ assess-
ments are also cumulative.  This affects all grade levels at the middle school.   

Core 40 Testing  
All students taking Algebra will be required to take the Core 40 Test.  The test will be administered on May 12 and 13, 
2009.   As part of Indiana’s school accountability system under Public Law 221, Core 40 End-of-Course Assessments 
(ECAs) are designed to ensure the quality, consistency, and rigor of Core 40 courses across the state. Aligned with Indi-
ana’s Academic Standards, End-of-Course Assessments are final exams measuring what students know and are able to 
do upon completion of targeted Core 40 courses. In addition, the End-of-Course Assessments are an integral component 
of Indiana’s P-16 Plan for Improving Student Achievement.  As a part of this vision, these exams would serve an addi-
tional purpose of providing valuable information for college placement. 

�

�

Midterms  end May 6.  The PEP link will be emailed home by May 13. 

Study Tables    Last day for Study Tables will be Thursday, May 28th 
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Teacher & Staff Appreciation Week  

May 4th-May 8th 
 Teachers and staff members reach the hearts and minds of students.  The first full week in May has been set 
aside nationally as the time to give them the recognition they have truly earned.  Take advantage of the opportunity to 
show how grateful you and your children are.  If you would like, simply email or drop off a note of thanks and apprecia-
tion about a special teacher(s) to Mrs. Coffman by Friday, May 1st.  (rcoffman@zcs.k12.in.us) 
 These special notes will be compiled and delivered to each teacher during this very special week.   

 Thank you for making a difference!! 

�����9��������������������������������������������� ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������	�
����
����������������������������������������

�

� Library News  
 The ZMS library media center recently celebrated National Library Week with a book/movie theme of Pop Open 
A Good Book.  The library media center was decorated with movie posters of books that had been released as movies 
as well as popcorn boxes, large popcorn pieces and popcorn-scented bookmarks.  Katarina Wujek was the winner of the 
our library week slogan contest.   Her winning slogan - The adventure begins with the first page - will hang over the li-
brary media center's main entrance for one year.  Katarina won an autographed copy of David Lubar's book True Talents 
and a movie pass.  Another contest with book and movie trivia had over 190 entries.  Prizes of autographed books, 
movie-size candy, movie passes and popcorn were awarded to 20 students.   
 The library media center would also like to thank the parent volunteers who gave of their time to help in the li-
brary media center this past school year.   

FPS State Bowl Winners  
     Zionsville was well represented at the Future Problem Solving State Bowl on Saturday, April 18th, where 
the top 10% of the teams in the state were invited to compete at IUPUI.  Twelve of the 28 teams were from 
ZMS! 
     In the Junior Division for grades 4-6, our students took top awards.  The results in the Team Competition 
were: 
 1st     Michael Johnson, Ashlee McBride, Jessica Smith, and Demi Zarvos 
 2nd Will Brewer, Scotty Eckart, Alyssa Kayes, and Erika Repass  
 3rd Josh Geiser, Zach Neumann, Abbey Roberts, and Anne Poindexter 
    Three of our teams won awards in the Skit Competition: 
 2nd Anna Baker, Connor Drake, Kathryn Stemme, and Claire Wendt 
 3rd Madie Grace Durham, Kit Hill, and Greg Huibregtse 
 4th Lucy Bays, Brooklyn Farrell, Matt Kesler, and Jonathan Schacht        
     In the Intermediate Division for grades 7-9, our students also performed well.  In the Team Competition: 
 1st Catherine Mazanek, Katie McCarthy, Adam Pease, and Ryan Spoonmore  
 2nd Emily Brennan, Kaitlyn Dowden, Christine Lian, and Emily Taylor 
 3rd Sarah Denne, Laura May, Anna Savery, and Kyle Schulte 
     In the Skit Competition Emily Brennan, Kaitlyn Dowden, and Emily Taylor placed third. 
     All first-place winners as well as the second-place sixth grade team will represent Indiana at the Interna-
tional Conference on May 28-31 at Michigan State University.    

�

Canned Food Drive  
ZMS will be having a canned food  drive in hopes to raise 3,000 cans of food for Neighborhood Fellowship Food Pantry.  
This is an intercity church that distributes food to the needy in Indianapolis.  The classes are having a friendly competi-
tion to see which one can raise the most cans.  The drive will be April  27 to May 6.  Specific canned items are re-
quested, some items are: canned fruits, canned green beans, corn, macaroni & cheese, peanut butter & jelly, canned 
chicken & tuna.  Help ZMS make a difference in Indy.   
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Crash Course in Writing for Incoming Freshman  
Knowing what is expected in a high school English class ahead of time is valuable, and this course helps build the nec-
essary skill sets, as well as student confidence. This is a week long course that focuses on the essentials of exemplary 
high-school level writing. We’ll meet two hours daily to learn the tricks of the trade, practice, read from “the greats,” share 
our own work, and discuss what makes for a “good” piece of writing. Designed to allow students the chance to write in a 
comfortable, relaxed, and creative environment, this crash course will benefit any incoming freshman. It’s highly recom-
mended for those incoming freshmen new to the HA/Honors program. Details and registration can be found in the Eagle 
Recreation Summer Program Bulletin; cost is $125.00 per student with three different sessions to choose from. If you 
have questions, please contact Christie Clark, ZCHS English teacher,  at this address: cclark@zcs.k12.in.us 

����IMPORTANT MEDICATION  ANNOUNCEMENT  
As we approach the end of the year, this is a reminder that over-the-counter medications may be set home with students 
if we have received written parental permission.   Parents may also pick up the medication themselves if they choose  

to do so.  All unclaimed medications  will be discarded.  Medication will be sent home with students the first week of 
June.  Please contact us @ 873-2426 ext 4 if you have any questions.  Thanks!  ZMS nurses 

Special event for seventh graders in May  
On Friday, May 8, all seventh graders will be going through what is called "Reality Store."  This fun, educational activity 
is put on by the Business and Professional Women's group and will take place during the students' seventh grade math 
classes.  Earlier that week, they will learn a little about insurance costs (thanks to Mr. Ron Schulte) and taxes and lots of 
bills that we all have to pay as adults.  They will choose a career for the week, learn its salary, and then go through a 
month of paying bills in one class period.  There will be unexpected ups and downs, too, like winning a lottery ticket or 
getting a speeding ticket - such is life.    Mrs. Rockwell and Mr. Mears�

�

Tri-M News  
Tri-M students will be taking a field trip on May 7th, to tour a radio station, visit a nursing home, and having a leadership 
workshop.   

Orchestra News  
The orchestra concert is May 18, with the 5th and 7th graders performing at 6:00pm, and the 6th and 8th graders per-
forming at 7:30. 

EAGLE  RECREATION  AND  ENRICHMENT CLASSES/CAMPS OFFER A SUMMER FULL OF ACTIVITY AND FUN! 

Visit the ZCS website www.zcs.k12.in.us to learn more about this summer’s opportunities!   

Attention!   Parents of 2009-2010  High School  Ban d, Orchestra and Color Guard Students 

Monday, May 4, 2009 Information and Registration Ni ght   Find out:   
What is ZBOP? Uniforms. Schedules. Fundraising. Trips. How do student accounts work? Volunteer opportunities. Fees.  

Time:  7:00 p.m      Place:  Zionsville High School Cafeteria - enter from the north or south parking lot 

Bring:  Registration, Medical and Volunteer forms. Forms available in mailed ZBOP newsletter, or online at www.zboponline.org    

Fees: Payments accepted by check or credit card ($5.00 credit card surcharge ) 

�

�

Strolling Strings  
The Strolling Strings Carnival is May 6 from 6-8pm in Eagle Hall.  Admission is free.  Kids can purchase tickets to play 
games and win prizes.  There will also be a cake walk!  Proceeds will help send the Strolling Strings to Branson in June.  �

�

M&M's  
When you are planning your Spring and Summer parties, please consider the 8th grade string ensemble, the M&Ms 
(Music & More).  The kids are excited about playing and want some experience!!  Contact Mrs. Swayze for details.   



�

�

(���)�����*����

�

�����:��������������������������������������������� ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������	�
����
���� �������

���������
�
Athletic Physicals   

Athletic physicals will be offered for $20 on the last day of school, Thursday, June 4th at the high school from 6-8 pm.  

�

�

Boys Track  
Track season has begun and the team is busy getting ready for the first meets. The team is in the process of figuring out 
what events the students are going to participate in. The week of April 13, is the last week before the meets start. We will 
be holding a practice meet this week to get everyone, including the coaches, some experience with the meet proce-
dures. We also will be having time trials to determine the next week’s runners. The first meet is on Monday, April 20 and 
is away. We will also be having a meet on Wednesday, April 22. Please see the schedule for more information. The 
team is really getting excited about starting the meets.  

Cheerleading Tryouts  
Attention:  any girl in 6th and 7th grade interested in trying out for ZMS football and basketball cheerleading for the 2009-
2010 season!  There will be a callout meeting Wednesday May 13 from 2:45-3:00 in the LGI room.  The mandatory par-
ent meeting will be on Wednesday, May 20 from 5 – 6 in the LGI room.  The cheerleading clinics will be on Wednesday, 
May 27 and Thursday, May 28 from 3 - 5.   Tryouts will be on Friday, May 29 from 3 - ???.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Coach Trisha Smart at tfaulkner@zcs.k12.in.us.   

Mike’s Express Car Wash Sale  
Mike's Express Car Wash tickets will be sold during the month of June by the 2009-2010 ZMS Cheerleaders.  The cost 
will be $8 per ticket.  These can be used at any Mike's Express Car Wash's in Fort Wayne, Indianapolis, Kokomo, Lafay-
ette, Terre Haute, Cincinnati, or Dayton.  The proceeds from the sale will help purchase new cheerleading uniforms.  
These will make great Father's Day Gifts, Graduation Gifts, birthday gifts, or a special gift just for yourself!  Please sup-
port your ZMS Cheerleaders by purchasing a gift certificate.  Any questions call Coach Dee Dee Medaris at 873-0885 or 
by email at ddmedaris@aol.com. 

Student Planner Design Winner 
Congratulations to Student Planner design winner, Jacob Schrader! His computer generated art-
work will be printed on the 2009-2010 cover for each ZMS students' planner. Second and third 
place winners were Rachel Miller and Siena Cornacchini. Rachel's design will be featured on the 
cover of the PTO generated Student Directory next year.  

Chalk Walk  
Chalk Walk is an outdoor sidewalk chalk art festival open to all fifth and sixth graders at ZMS. 
This year, Chalk Walk is scheduled for Tuesday, May 19 from 3-6 pm. If you love art and would 
love to join the fun, please see Mrs. Goodman in art room 406 for a sign up sheet beginning 
April 29. Forms are due May 8. 

Yearbooks 
Yearbooks will be distributed to students who have purchased on on the last day of school. If you 
have not yet purchased a book and would still like to, visit this website: http://shop.jostens.com/ 
or pick up a form in the main office. Quantities are limited.   

Yearbook Club 
Yearbook Club members: listen to the announcements for a to be announced yearbook club meeting in late MAY. When the books 
arrive, we will need your help  

Artsonia -Way to go, ZMS art students! 
Visit our school art site at: http://www.artsonia.com/schools/school.asp?id=4352 Zionsville Middle School has been  ranked in the 
top ten nationally all year and number one in the state of Indiana ALL YEAR! These rankings are based on student participation with 
the website which includes the number of art published, fan clubs joined, and comments left.  
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